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ABSTRACT 

Bharti Mukherjee is an Indian-born-American writer of Bangali origin. She considers herself an 
American writer instead of Indian writer. In her mostly novels feministic touch can be seen easily. 
Indian women struggle in different ways in society for their rights and they have to deal with 
different problems like- identity crisis, isolation, disillusion, cultural conflict, cultural shock and 
diasporic situations. The protagonists of Bharti Mukherjee’s novels are bold and brave, they have 
the strong potential to adapt the reality and also deal confidently with the bitter truth of their life. 
Her female characters are a reflection of her own personality and through her works she shows a 
woman’s fight for her own rights in different situations. The novels of Mukherjee depict personal 
difficulties of being caught between two worlds, homes and cultures. 

INTRODUCTION 

The works of Bharti Mukherjee interpret the problems and situations faced by migrant women live 
outside India. Problem of self identity, cross cultural dilemma, alienation, ethnic struggle of 
diasporic women, problem of dislocation, isolation and cultural conflict are revealed in her 
writings. Through her works she tries to raise the voice of woman against this male dominating 
society. On one side according to Indian beliefs, woman is known as energy, power (shakti). She 
is responsible for creation. But on the other side Indian women are still facing discrimination by 
many ways. She has lost her own identity in independent India and she is dependent on male of 
her family. So much discussion has been made on Indian women and the problems faced by them 
but after all nothing is changed and the result is same. So the writings of Bharti Mukherjee 
represent the life and problems of the women kept at the margins due to the compulsions of gender, 
caste and ethnicity. Not only in Indian society but also throughout the world, women are expected 
to focus on domestic pursuits and activities that encouraged the betterment of their families and 
especially their husbands, woman who raises voice against this inequality and speaks out against 
any injustice has to face the risk of being exiled from their communities, or worse; unmarried 
women in particular are the targets of witch hunts. Woman is considered as ‘second sex.’ In this 
reference the comments of a great writer, Simone de Beauvoir throws light on the condition of the 
fairer sex in the society: 



This humanity is male and man defines women not in herself but as relative to HIM, 
SHE is not regarded as autonomous being…..she is defined and differentiated with 
reference to man and not HE with reference to HER; she is the incidental; the 
inessential as opposed to the essential. He is the subject, HE is the absolute- SHE 
is the other. (Beauvoir, 1983: 86) 

The present paper analyses the female sufferings of the characters in Mukherjee’s novels; Jasmine,
Wife, Desirable Daughters and The Tiger’s Daughter. Mukherjee’s Jasmine is a story of young 
lady named Jyoti, born in the village Hasanpur. Though she is a very intelligent, rebel and defiant 
in spirit. Yet she has to accept the dictates of males in her family mostly. An astrologer foretells 
her fortune declaring her “widowhood and exile” but she denies him and says, “I don’t believe in 
you.” After some times she marries Prakash Vijh, a modern young India, who wants to immigrate 
to USA. Prakash also gives her the name ‘Jasmine’ with a view to modernize her. The present 
novel is basically a story of transformation, reinventions and reincarnations especially of Jasmine, 
the heroine of the novel. Just after her marriage, Jyoti experiences a symbolic transformation in 
India itself. She shifts from rural Hasanpur to urban Jullunder. Her husband changes her name 
Jasmine to Jyoti. Later her husband is killed in a bomb attack when she was of seventeen as that 
astrologer told about her in her childhood days. After the death of her husband she arrives to the 
USA. There she has to face rape by a cruel captain of the ship in Florida. This is the worst thing 
that she experiences after her visit in the USA. After this incident she decides to take her revenge 
and turns into the Goddess Kali to kill that beast. By burning her husband’s suit, she burns her 
former self and history also. 

Thus Jasmine faces so many problems in her life. Her identity is changed just after her marriage. 
She also becomes a widow in very early years of marriage. When she is raped she also feels 
physically and emotionally hurt but after all these circumstances she does not loose her heart and 
faces every situation with a lot of courage and boldly. Even after such situations Jasmine emerges 
as an independent entity thinking and caring for her own self. While chasing her dreams and 
desires, she undergoes a sea change. Due to the circumstances in her life, she is forced to do 
something that is just shocking and because of that Jasmine does not remain same at the end of the 
story and she literally crosses the oceans, physical and geographical boundaries, and also changes 
her life in all respect; emotionally, psychologically and physically. 

Bharti Mukherjee’s Wife is a simple story of Amit and his newly married wife. Amit imtmigrants 
to USA. Wife falls into the category of the modern novel as it presents an intense inner world of 
neurotic and solipsistic individual. Dimple, the protagonist of novel is an immature girl who 
dreams of marriage and thinks that marriage would bring her freedom and love. She is also not 
clear about the concept of love and marriage. Her father seeks a suitable match of appropriate caste 
through matrimonial advertisements. Dimple imagines marriage would bring all those 
opportunities in her life that single woman is denied in Indian culture, and she wants only freedom 



more than anything else. She is not role modelled. She appears a very brutally drawn character 
who ends in depression, madness and murder. She suffers from a psychic disorder and she is an 
escapist and always lost in a private world of fantasy. Dimple wants a different kind of life. 
Marriage brings only a different kind of disturbance to her. Dimple has to face conflict between 
the western and Indian cultures and the modern and conventional traditions. Dimple prefers to 
watch TV than read and afraid to leave her apartment and begins sleeping all the day and suffering 
from insomnia at night. Amit does not take such disorders seriously yet she goes through a cultural 
shock but he thinks that only pampered American women have breakdown. Dimple finds herself 
in isolation. She faces there the problem of adjustment and cultural identity. She refuses to make 
room for her and because of that she feels lonely and she even loses the little confidence she has 
in Calcutta. 

In Mukherjee’s another work Desirable Daughters the main protagonist Tara Lata struggles with 
the major themes of self versus society, self destruction and self discovery. Present novel belongs 
to the genre of American literature which deals with the issues of immigrant life and cultural 
assimilation. The title of the present novel is significant and ironical. It suggests that daughters are 
a symbol of prestige and their behavior should be desirable and according to the beliefs of society. 
Daughters who do not cross the ‘Laxman Rekha’ of society are thought to be nice. Tara Lata, the 
main protagonist of novel is cursed and disgraced for the death of her would be husband and to 
avoid this, she is married to a tree. That shows the backwardness of conservative society of India. 
That is a symbol of exploitation of woman in the name of religion. The novelist depicts the contrast 
between the modern woman and traditional woman. Here the novelist also raises her voice against 
child marriage and consequent widowhood. She tries to prove that a woman needs not to be 
safeguarded and supported by man and she can live even without the support of man. She has also 
right to celebrate her liberty and independence. For a woman in such a conservative society 
marriage is like a curse instead of a heavenly bliss. Girls are not allowed to make love and marry 
a man of their own choice especially of their caste. Tara has to marry with a person whom she does 
not know. She is caught in the struggle between tradition and modernity. So this novel is all about 
psychological journey of Tara from America to her cultural roots, that is, India. She also tries to 
adjust herself in the changed scenario. 

In her next work The Tiger’s Daughter Bharti Mukherjee writes about her own experiences as a 
woman. It is a story about shattered dreams, illusion, depression and cross cultural conflict. Tara, 
the main protagonist of the novel is a young India born woman, like the writer, returns to Calcutta 
after seven years in United States to visit her family and native land. Although she always thinks 
herself as an Indian but when she comes back to India after a long time, she finds herself as an 
outsider than a native. She realizes she has become rootless and out of place both in India and 
America. Tara Banerjee, the only daughter of a wealthy industrialist in Calcutta goes to New York 
for studies where she falls in love and marries David Cartwright, an aspiring American writer. But 



after seven years when she comes back to India she finds her family and her friends, no one admires 
her. After coming back to her native land, her reaction was full of shock and disgust. When her 
relatives come to receive her at the airport and call her “Tultul” (nick name). It sounds strange to 
her. The railway station looks like a hospital due to so many sick and deformed persons sitting on 
the bundles. She also finds difficult to travel with a Marwari and Nepali. Now she considers USA 
a dream land. She also feels uncomfortable with her relatives and friends. She also finds herself to 
adjust in the ways of life and in home country. She feels isolated and abandoned at the same time. 
She also realizes that she has forgotten many of her Hindu rituals to worship the God. She even 
feels nervous and notices about the changed attitude of her mother towards her. Tara has become 
an American with soul and heart but she has a strong wish to behave like an ordinary Indian. She 
sees everything with American point of view and also thinks and comments like an Americanized 
Indian. Due to this problem, she suffers from a split self. This confusion and cultural conflict leads 
her to illusion, alienation, depression and finally to tragic end. 

Bharti Mukherjee depicts the desires and expectations of immigrant women who want to live their 
native culture in abroad. Such women are isolated from their families, culture, home and parents 
and also the communities in which they. Their lives end with a sense of loss. They also feel that 
they are missing something. In this way the writer depicts the confusing state of mind of Indian 
woman and how they try to deal with situations.
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