
A perspective on Cultural diversity in Indian students and their 

attitude towards language learning. 

Prof. Mamta Chhabriya* 

Dr. (Mrs). Dora Thompson** 

Dept. of Humanities, Priyadarshini College of Engineering 

Nagpur 

Abstract 

India is a multi-linguistic country of vast culture, varied castes, creed and origin where 

multiple religions norms and rituals are practiced. Language is a part of culture and is considered 

as very important for the development of a society. It is language that eventually fuses through a 

common bond to showcase a national cultural identity.  

Language is the set of common sounds and symbols by which individuals communicate. It 

is just not language that conveys meaning but how language is interpreted in different contexts and 

cultures. Learning a new language entails with it different shades of culture and bringing up. 

In the Indian context people differ in their views about the use of English language 

depending upon the region of the country. Majority of people don’t appreciate the use of English 

language because they fear the loss of their native language.  At the same time the new generation 

recognizes the importance of being able to speak and understand the English language.  

The present research is an attempt to study the differences in approach & attitude of Indian 

Students towards English language, keeping in mind their cultural differences and geographical 

location.   

The study will help in identifying the following:  
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 To identify the attitude Indian students carry towards learning English language 

 To identify the attitude Indian students carry towards speaking English language 

 To determine the association between cultural diversity and difference in students attitude towards 

language learning. 

 To determine the association between cultural diversity and difference in students attitude towards 

speaking English language. 

Key words: Cultural diversity and identity, significance of language, attitude to learning language. 

Introduction 

If there is one place on the face of earth where all the dreams of living men have found a 

home from the very earliest days when man began the dream of existence, it is India! 

                                                                                                             ~~~ Romaine Rolland 

"It is impossible not to be astonished by India. Nowhere on Earth does humanity present 

itself in such a dizzying, creative burst of cultures and religions, races and tongues. Enriched by 

successive waves of migration and marauders from distant lands, every one of them left an 

indelible imprint which was absorbed into the Indian way of life. Every aspect of the country 

presents itself on a massive, exaggerated scale, worthy in comparison only to the superlative 

mountains that overshadow it. It is this variety which provides a breathtaking ensemble for 

experiences that is uniquely Indian. Perhaps the only thing more difficult than to be indifferent to 

India would be to describe or understand India completely. There are perhaps very few nations in 

the world with the enormous variety that India has to offer. Modern day India represents the largest 

democracy in the world with a seamless picture of unity in diversity unparalleled anywhere else. 

 Out of thousands of spoken languages in India, English language is used for official 

purposes. The parliament has decided to use the language for making Laws, Parliamentary 

enactments, statutory instruments etc. English is a language of opportunities and success for life 

in India. It has opened the doors to job opportunities, trade and economic success. The young 
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generation growing up in a country with a profusion of tongues, differs in its approach towards 

speaking and learning the language depending upon their geographical locations.   

English language in the southern parts of India has been around for a long time and is used 

in almost all kinds of communication. Our life comes into contact with English language in almost 

every sense, at every minute since our birth like English songs aired by radio stations, English 

television programs, movies, albums, computer programs, magazines, advertisements, storybooks, 

newspapers, etc. You just name it. We have almost everything in English language.  The young 

generations in some parts of India speak, think and dream only in English. And English is the 

common tongue that binds the family, friends and neighbors.  In a country of varied languages, 

English in India has become the only linguistic commonality. As a matter of convenience the 

younger generation has recognized the importance of speaking English language to climb the 

economic ladder in an increasingly globalised world. Regions like Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 

and Goa consider English as their first language. This language has never been foreign to them 

because the language has been around for a long time and is used in almost all kinds of 

communication.  People in these regions have been living in an English-exposed community 

because of tourism and immigrants from all over the country.  People who immigrate to these 

places have all the opportunity to pick up the language easily without the need to learn the city’s 

native language. 

This reflects the attitude people living in these regions carry towards English language. 

The youth today is at the verge of expanding their horizons and are trying to carve an exclusive 

niche for themselves. The use of English language has brought about incomparable combination 

of nurturing professional skills. The education system in India has changed tremendously keeping 

its pace with the developing world. As Swami Vivekananda said, “Education is the manifestation 

of perfection, already present in man”. The purpose of education changed from moulding to 

nurturing. Teachers started understanding the importance of detecting talent proactively and the 

child’s discovery of himself and his identity. The education system changed from testing memory 

to testing intelligence and its application. A good education system is fundamental to a nation and 

for a nation like India which is growing, it is of paramount importance to reflect on our present 
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education system and incorporate sustainable changes in it, to make it compatible with the global 

dynamism. Education is an important tool in our life. It enhances our thinking and gives a proper 

direction to our life therefore; leaning should be skillful, and should also imbibe life skills, and 

helps one to face the world. Southern parts of India have gained excellence in offering quality 

education to their students. And therefore the literacy rate in southern India is the highest where 

Kerala has 90% literacy rate. 

Globalization 

Globalization has brought people together, a beginning which helps people of different 

cultural backgrounds to work as a team by keeping together and working together helps in 

achieving success to a very high level.  

Cross cultural communication: 

"We didn't all come over on the same ship, but we're all in the same 

boat."                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

~ Bernard Baruch  

It's no secret that today's workplace is rapidly becoming vast, as the business environment 

expands to include various geographic locations and span numerous cultures. What can be 

difficult, however, is understanding how to communicate effectively with individuals who speak 

another language, or who rely on different means to reach a common goal. The Internet and modern 

technology have opened up new marketplaces that allow us to promote our businesses to new 

geographic locations and cultures. And given that it can now be as easy to work with people 

remotely as it is to work face-to-face, cross-cultural communication is increasingly the new norm. 

After all, if communication is electronic, it's as easy to work with someone in another country as 

it is to work with someone in the next town. And why limit yourself to working with people within 

convenient driving distance when, just as conveniently, you can work with the most 
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knowledgeable people in the entire world? In this borderless world English is a medium that can 

reach the widest possible audience. 

Cultural agility 

Cultural agility has helped creative ideas of different types come under one roof with the 

help of a strong thread of teamwork’s joining all together to create a unique level of success. 

Geographic borders are increasingly irrelevant, but cultural differences remain very real--and they 

often get in the way of effective leadership. When leaders operate with culturally limited 

perspectives, the result is missed opportunities, poor performance, frail relationships and weak 

teams. In contrast, leaders who are culturally agile are able to respond to and perform well in varied 

and unfamiliar cultural contexts. They successfully engage a diversity of perspectives, learn new 

processes and foster effective collaboration. However, people towards the northern parts of India 

still consider English to be a foreign language.  

Though youngsters recognize the importance of knowing English as it is helping us unify 

with the rest of the world. Youngsters in northern India string sentences in English, but insert 

words from multiple Indian languages mainly Hindi. English in India is taught formally as a subject 

as early as in kindergarten up to university level. Even though English is taught from an elementary 

stage it is considered as a difficult subject for many. The reasons could be many but one of the 

prominent reasons is the existence of a barrier drawn by the person himself, between the language 

and him even before he gets engaged to it. Many people don’t even care and choose to adopt 

attitudes like I could not be bothered, I am what I am and I do not wish to have anything to do with 

English, and we have our own language already, so, why should we learn other people's language. 

Others just pick up a few English words that they fancy. It all comes down to attitude and if you 

doubt it, then you are at the losing end. For People living in regions like Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have been like a tough oyster to protect their precious pearls.  

India has evolved with changing times to embrace growth and be more globally 

competitive. There are various factors that have lead to change in India: 
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Education system:  

The word education comes from the word ‘educere’ which means to bring about what is 

already in. Children must be taught the difference between being wise and being knowledgeable; 

being well informed and being intelligent. One must be cautious of “Information pollution” which 

comes along with globalization and which often blurs the distinction between knowledge and 

wisdom. The education system must encourage children to imagine and invent and not reinvent 

the same wheel. Each child’s imagination is different and, therefore, he has to be guided correctly 

to choose his occupation in life. There is no denying that a person who has found his vocation in 

life is a blessed human being. Our present education system lacks practicality and relevance. It’s 

time for the educationists to instill some life in the system by connecting classroom lectures with 

real-life experiences. For example, students must be taught the management of money and people 

because nobody in practical life can escape management of money and particularly in the current 

era which is full of new challenges. The system lacks personality development lessons, moral and 

ethical teaching. Children must be taught to go beyond religion, region and language. Our current 

endeavor must be to create ‘One India’ transcending all parochial barriers. Only then our children 

would grow up to be sensible, sensitive and responsible global citizens. 

The present education system does not prepare a child for life; rather, it prepares him for 

an exam. It is based on a premise that needs to be challenged — that is getting outstanding grades 

is the secret of a successful life. They must be taught not to chase Grade A and instead be taught 

that it’s one’s attitude that determines success. Thus, the present education system unfortunately 

leaves behind the millions of average children with an incredible potential, but who are paralyzed 

by the fear of “failure”. Getting good grades is not a problem but allowing grades to dictate one’s 

life is. This defeats the whole purpose of education which is meant to build and not destroy. We 

must evolve a system that is not one of indoctrination. Children have to be educated, but they have 

also to be left alone to educate themselves. A true education system must be organic to the process 

of nation building. “When a child grows so does the nation”. Given India's 1.1 billion population 

it may be difficult to imagine how we can face a shortage of talent. However, with literacy at 52 

percent, high poverty levels (319 Million live below USD 1 per day), India's wide rural-urban 
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divide, and the quality of education available, the paucity of talent is indeed becoming a cause for 

worry. 

Like southern part of India comprises Karnataka education, Tamil Nadu education, 

Bangalore education, Kerala education all these education sectors play a vital role in promoting 

primary as well as higher education in India. Tamil Nadu is one of the famous education 

destinations which is known by "oxford of the south" that comprises prominent schools, colleges 

and universities that offers types of degree courses and programs to all types of students. Tamil 

Nadu is one of the southern states with high literacy rate of 73.47%. Education department and 

government of Tamil Nadu play an important role in improving the status of primary as well as 

higher education in Tamil Nadu. Apart from Tamil Nadu, education department of southern India 

also launched many education plans for updating education system of Bangalore. .where some 

places in India have literacy rate touching the foot like a place in Bihar Kishanganj has lowest 

Literacy Rate of 31.02% followed by Araria (34.94%) & Katihar (35.29%). The time is ripe for us 

all now to reboot the Indian education system by various programmes, joint initiatives and other 

measure by individuals, the government, industry and educational institutes. 

Tourism: 

India is a land of flora and fauna. India has whole lot of tourist attraction raising right from 

Kanyakumari to Shimla. Many of the tourist fly to India like arctic turn and spend their vacation 

with whole lot of fun .They visit the cultural heritage of the country and also emphasis their 

emotions on the historical background. It is one of the major sources of foreign exchange hence 

resulting in the economic development of the country. The poor and less educated people learn 

from them and earn their livelihood from it. Due to expansion in tourism in areas like Agra, Goa, 

Kerala people has recognized the importance of English language not only for means of 

communication but for their daily bread and butter.  

 

Modernization: 
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Due to rapid growth of industrialization in the cities like Jamshedpur, Bangalore, Pune 

resulting from the latest advancement in the field of technology .Widespread of English language 

has taken place. Nowadays English serves as a communication bridge between one firm to another. 

May it be business transactions to meetings, English plays an important role.  The undertaking of 

the Kores industry by Indians is the best example. Today, modern Indians are trendy and updated. 

Right from social networking sites to chit chat with friends English plays a vital role today. “Indian 

society lived in isolation and did not realize the significance of the modern age, where the ideal of 

human civilization lay in interdependence of individuals and nations in all spheres of thought and 

activity”. Exchange of thoughts overseas is now not a big deal. Thus English too helps us in 

removing the social evils from the society and giving it a new reformed look at a global level as 

English is the only language which ties us together.     

Media: 

It is well said that “When a dog bites a man, it’s not news; but when a man bites a dog its 

news”.  The Indian media has been truly a pillar in showcasing the importance of the English 

language. The media has indeed been vigilant and persuasive in awakening thoughts and reactions 

across the globe to reach the mind-space of people. Social interactions have exploded as never 

before, aided by the connecting power of the internet. The ability of thoughts to converge and 

congregate have multiplied manifold. These interactions have led to questioning of the present 

order and the search for a better world through the social media and the use of English language.  

Conclusion: 

 This qualitative research aimed at identifying the attitude Indian students carry towards 

learning and speaking English language in association with their cultural backgrounds. 

Observations in this area show a marked difference between their attitudes based on different 

cultural backgrounds. Students carry different attitudes towards learning and speaking English 

language in the northern parts of India where, English is still considered as a foreign language.  

Though youngsters in these areas recognize the importance of knowing English but still find it 
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very difficult to accept the language to their heart.  Whereas students in southern parts of India 

have not only realized the importance of English but also consider it to be their first language.  
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