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Synopsis 

Project work can be a great way to have learners work together. Whether it is like 

preparing a poster, a pamphlet for some kind of town tour, or doing something else, it 

involves a culture of working together towards a very specific goal. Since that goal 

usually includes making a product in English, it ensures lots of English practice. The 

process of finding information and other data to incorporate into projects provides an 

increased access to the ways and means of mastery over the language.  

Project work in English class is of great benefit. Hence it can be run over for 6 or 

8 classes. During the first classes, students do initial planning. Between the next classes, 

they can have a chance to search the Internet for whatever they need. In the next one or 

two classes, they actually create the project and explain it to several different partners 

several different times. This may be task recycling. Using the same task, say the project - 

and letting  the student talk about it, answer questions, explain things and use the same 

content  several times increases language fluency, complexity, and, accuracy. Since the 

learners know they will be explaining their project, it gives more of an incentive for 

everyone to be working together to make the best project possible.  

Volume II, Issue III, July 2014    -    ISSN 2321-7065

http://www.ijellh.com 311



 

 

Key words:  Mastery over the Language, Task Recycling, Language Fluency, 

Complexity     and Accuracy. 

Procedure: 

Giving the learners a minute or two of quiet time for thinking through what they are 

going to say prior to the speaking part of the task can have real pay-offs, especially in 

terms of fluency and complexity. Once they are ready, half the learners for each project 

need to visit a specified number of other projects (usually 3-5), listen to the explanation 

and ask questions and take notes about the projects they visited and what they learned. 

Once they get it completed their partners now have time to visit other projects. Thus, 

everyone gets lot of practice explaining their project and learning about others people's 

projects. This kind of out and back tasks maximize the practice and the communication 

of the students.  

Objective: 

The method of teaching all around the world in all fields during the last twenty years has 

changed drastically. In language education, it began with the communicative approach 

with its shifts from meaningless to meaningfulness, from form to form and content, and 

almost most significantly, with its emphasis on pair and group work and the shared 

creation of language.  

Pair work and group work, of course, are the simplest forms of classroom collaboration 

and are something almost all teachers in any field are now familiar with and comfortable 

doing. One reason for its almost universal acceptance, of course, is that as revolutionary 

as it once was, it's actually a form of collaboration that requires very little risk on 

anyone's part.  

Pros and cons: 

These classes may appear to be messy with lots of noise where people sit on the floor or 

practice presentations in the hallway with a visible aim to produce something concrete - a 

poster, a newsletter, a presentation. This kind of sessions may not much differ from a 
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Montessori preschool or a content-based whole language international school classroom 

yet they practically yield much benefit. 

Teachers with a basic fear of relinquishing their control over the class condemn such 

activities. But too many great ideas and too much control can have the effect of stopping 

learning all together.  

Best teachers can't stop teaching. Its all just like helping a friend start a car by giving it a 

push even when the car starts rolling and the engine starts up thinking that the car will 

stop unless he keeps pushing. In the classroom, the pushing is the control, the over-

reliance on a textbook, the overuse of games and activities, the over-explaining. Apart 

from these  the inability to leave the front of the classroom, stand back and let learning 

happen works out much better. 

This does not advocate that teachers should do nothing in the classroom. Classes built on 

projects and collaboration, functions smoothly without overt control, provided the teacher 

makes a careful planning and constant monitoring. It also requires the ability of teachers 

to think on their feet, to answer questions they're not prepared to answer, and to take on 

roles they may not have been trained to take on. When teachers give up control, they're 

no longer at the front of the classroom - they're in the midst of it all, a participant guide. 

This is extremely hard work, but to take on that role is to be at the forefront of the 

revolution.  

 

Approach: 

In language teaching we have moved through the communicative approach to the learner-

centered approach. This is the era characterized by a new and growing understanding of 

learning styles and strategies with a focus on humanism and individuality. The revolution 

that has continued through all these necessary stages makes it clear that there is no holy 

grail, no best method or approach that's going to work all the time for all the people. 

What we know is that we don't know.  
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Once you give up the idea of correct methodology it presents wonderful opportunities to 

explore the possibilities of project work and collaboration but it is very difficult on the 

part of a teacher to prepare materials for a wide audience for it leads to tremendous 

success as well as outstanding failure.   

 ‘workshop' sort of environment is  very messy yet  students learn quite a lot in various 

ways like  short written drafts on their chosen area, practicing  presentation skills etc.It is 

the job of the teacher to motivate the students in taking evaluation seriously so that they 

attempt to present many  more times. Students may be involved in evaluating each other's 

work. 

We Homo sapiens are social creatures, but too often in classrooms the rules are Eyes on 

your own paper. No talking to your neighbors. There is a joy in learning that comes with 

relinquishing control .By allowing students to collaborate and work on projects and learn 

in their own way, teachers can discover the great potential for learning. Cooperation 

moves the classroom towards a more natural language and learning situation and away 

from the artificiality of the teacher-fronted environment.  

Language learning will always be hard work and the nuts and bolts of language will 

always be the scaffolding we'll need to construct for our students and help them climb. 

While doing so, there is always a place for happy party chatter and good fun in the 

classroom.  

Conclusion: 

What is clear now, is that it is no longer about approach or method. It is mostly about people. 

They come with different learning styles and strategies, they are mostly untrained to think, and 

they are all growing both as language learners and as people. Promoting higher-level thinking 

skills can be done using stimulating content-rich materials and asking thoughtful questions. This 

implies a roomful of people, thinking and learning together -- which is something very different 

from the standard model of a roomful of students with the teacher as knowledge bearer or even 

facilitator .Change for the sake of change really is important.  

It is important for a teacher to build in change to keep teaching fresh. 
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