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Abstract 

 

English has become an international language. It is essential to have command over 

the language. It has become the lingua-Franca,. Knowledge of English has become very 

essential in every sphere of life... It is very important for the faculty of English to have 

excellent language skills, in order to harness English  knowledge of the students. Teaching 

English is a daunting task which requires extraordinary skills, profound knowledge of the 

subject & nuances of the language. An English teacher has to eschew complacency and has to 

put in all his best. Unless he makes conscious efforts in his teaching, he can`t be a good 

teacher. This paper highlights the innovative methods & techniques of teaching English. 
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Introduction 

 

An English teacher can make English interesting by his innovative & interesting 

skills..He can make complex things simple by giving good examples..For this, it is very 

important for him that he has mastery in the language. There are some Specific techniques & 

skills which can help the teachers immensely. 

1.EXPLAINING  THE RULES WITH EXAMPLES  : It is really interesting to explain the 

intricacies  of grammar  with examples.Generally,it is seen that students tend to forget the 

rules but retain the good examples in their memory.Suppose,if you are explaining  the active 

and passive voice., if there is a  sentence, 

 Ex.    People say that this house is haunted. 

Then by making two passive voice of this  sentence,it can be explained to the students very 

easily , 

1.  This house is said to be haunted. 

2. It is said that this house is haunted. 

Instead of explain` it `construction and `to be infinitive structure ,this rule can be easily 

understood by the students  with such examples. 

                     One day my friend asked me if I could make a sentence starting with `Not ` I 

explained him that so  many sentences can be made. Here are some examples: 

Ex; 1.Not having your address, I couldn1t come to you. 

2. Not having much money, I  didn`t buy that book. 

3. Not speaking is your problem. 

          .By using appropriate adverbs 

We all know that adverbs or intensifier qualifies adjective or verbs. using the right adverb is 

essential, here are  some examples : 

1. He is hopeless romantic 

2. She is hideously thin or skinny. 

3. You are downright negative. 

4. He is disarmingly handsome. 
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5. He worked hard relentlessly. 

     

3. BY EXPLAINING THE ART OF TRANSLATION: 

Translation is one of the important skills which requires a good knowledge of vocabulary & 

proper arrangements of words & sentences using appropriate words. It commands a good 

command over both the languages. It should be done in such a manner that the real meaning 

of the contents should not alter. Translation is a great skill which can be harnessed & 

developed by regular practice & mastering I both the languages. Whenever You find good & 

difficult words & phrases in any language, whether it is in Hindi or English, we should make 

a habit to jot down in your notebook. The students should be given such sentences which 

enable them to enhance their vocabulary & learn the nuances of grammar. Here are some 

examples : 

Translate the following sentences into Hindi : 

1.Everything was not honky-dory between them. 

2. Life has not been smooth sailing for me but it has been full of ups & downs. 

3.Eschew complacency & upgrade your skills constantly. 

4.If your children are behaving rowdily ,admonish them. 

5.Teaching is my fulcrum & everything I do revolves around them. 

4. BY EXPLAINING THE DIFFERENT EXPRESSIONS  & SYNONYMS : 

We can  express the same thing in a different manner which makes  our contents more 

powerful. This  is something which is required from an English teacher. He should know how 

he can express the things in  various manners by enhancing his word power & learning 

different patterns & phrases. It requires regular reading & honing writing skill. Reading 

makes you enable to enhance your knowledge..Our reading should be fruitful & critical  

rather than passes of time. In today's world a question put froths to all of us is not ,” can you 

read ?” but “ can you read well  ?“ Regular reading is important..Voracious reading enables 
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us to express better. The better expression, the more effective communication. Here  are some 

examples : 

Ex-1. If there is a sentence that  they have a good relationship. We can make it more 

emphatic &  better by different expressions like this : 

They have a terrific rapport 

Or 

They have a perfect chemistry 

Or 

They get along  very well. 

Or 

They get along a house on fire 

Or 

They have a great bond   or Their bond is great  

Or 

They gel with each other 

Or 

They have a good  vibes 

Or  

They are on the same wavelength. 

 

If  there is a sentence  that the audience can`t be fooled by the  sequel of the movies. It can 

be said in more emphatic manner that 
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The audience can`t be hoodwinked by the sequel of the movie.  The   Synonyms enable the 

students to increase their word power. Synonyms can be taught by giving the exercises like: 

Find the Odd one of the following : 

Cheapskate,Parsimonious,Pinch heater,lavish,close-fisted. 

The answer is lavish. 

5.BY  ACTIVITY-BASED EXERCISES : Grammar & vocabulary can be made delightful 

to read if they are taught with various games like crosswords & puzzles & guess the word or 

group-related activities. A teacher can make crosswords himself. 

6. By explaining transformation of sentences & Substitution: Most Students don`t know how 

to  change complex  into simple Or vice-versa. The students are also taught how to reduce the 

length of the sentences by one word substitution or how to change grammatical construction. 

6.BY EXPLAINING THE NEW WORDS: The students should be apprised of the new 

words.There are some  new words which have been included in the oxford dictionary.Some 

examples are following : 

1. Bromance: a close but non-sexual relationship between two men. 

2. Illiterati : people who are not well educated or well informed about a particular subject or 

sphere of activity. The opposite of the Illuminati, who take pride in their high level of 

knowledge and learning. An Illiterati takes pride in the fact that they are ignorant and refuse 

to learn (adjust their paradigm) often to the severe detriment of those around them. 

3. Chillax: calm down and relax. CHILLAX is an acronym, abbreviation or slang word.This 

word is most popular among the youth. 

4. Infomania: the compulsive desire to check or accumulate news and information, typically 

via mobile phone or computer. 

An obsessive need to constantly check e-mails, social-networking Web sites, online news,  

The fear of being out of the loop, not in the know, fuels infomania, especially among teens.  

  The effects of this obsession, especially a decline in the ability to concentrate: She               

attributes her increasingly poor “life management skills” to infomania.  

5. OMG : used to express surprise, excitement, disbelief, etc. 

"OMG! If my parents find out they will go mad!" 
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6. Screenager: a person in their teens or twenties who has an aptitude for computers and the 

Internet. A teenager who is dully conversant with and skilled in the use of computers and 

other electronic devices 

7. Sexting: the sending of sexually explicit photographs or messages via mobile phone. 

"Like it or not, sexting is part of growing up in 2010" 

8. Twitterati: keen or frequent users of the social networking site Twitter. 

9. Unfriend: remove (someone) from a list of friends or contacts on a social networking site. 

"She broke up with her boyfriend, but she hasn't unfriended him" 

10. Bling: expensive, ostentatious clothing and jewellery. 

"Look at the bling he's already wearing on his left arm" 

11. Droolworthy: extremely attractive or desirable. Something that makes someone overly 

excited and is worth salivating over. 

The drummer's spectacular skills were drool worthy 

12.Jeggings : tight-fitting stretch trousers for women, styled to resemble a pair of denim 

jeans. 

6. BY EXPLAINING HOW TO USE IDIOMS & PHRASES: 

Idioms & phrases make the language ornamental. It is very important for the students how to 

use idioms   & phrases in a right manner. If they are used wrongly, it may create great 

confusion. The students should be taught the real meaning, and how we can use them. Here 

are some examples: 

An idiom is a combination of words that has a figurative meaning owing to its common usage. An 

idiom's figurative meaning is separate from the literal meaning.   Effective Use of idioms makes the 

language ornamental. But it is important that we should use them judiciously. Wrong use of idioms 



ISSN 2321 - 7065 
 

Volume I  Issue IV Dec  2013  

 

125 
 

may lead to confusion. & misinterpretation. There is no doubt that careful use of idioms make the 

more effective. Here are some examples: 

1.One day ,when I was walking with my friend  in the shopping mall & I spotted a girl of my relative 

with his beau,then I told my friend that ,” they are painting  the town red ‘’ my friend did not 

understand what I said.He asked me to explain the idiom used by me. Then , I explained the meaning 

of this idiom by saying that it  means  to go out or to hang out & have a good time. 

2. His  remarks were unprepared ,spontaneous. 

 Instead of saying it in simple words,it can be made more powerful by using the phrase,” Off -the -

cuff”, 

His remarks  were off -the -cuff. 

3.  If you are describing an embarrasing situation, then  ai can be made idiomatic & ornamental by 

using the idiom : 

This is a  fine kettle of fish. 

If you want to say that “ having knowledge is one thing but  being able to communicate  it to others is  

a different matter altogether. 

It can be made more emphatic & expressive by using  the above-mentioned idiom in this manner : 

Having knowledge is one thing but being able to communicate it to others is another kettle of fish. 

4. If you are saying  that  he is bad tempered today. 

 Then, it can be said in a different manner like this : 

He is a bag of cats today. 

5.If someone is underweight or skinny then ` bag of bones ` can be used. 

6. If you want to say that if you work hard , you will get the result  you want. 

 I'm sure that if you just keep your nose to the grindstone, you'll get the results you want.  

7. If you are doing or believing or pursuing something wrong or taking the wrong approach or 

blaming or rebuking the wrong person, then a good idiom can be used in this manner : 

If you think I'm the guilty person, you're barking up the wrong tree. Or 
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Don`t ask me for a pay raise.You are barking up the wrong tree.I have no authority to give anybody a 

pay raise. 

8.If  you keep saying the same thing again and again but no one listens to you , 

I can tell him to tidy his room until I'm blue in the face, but it's always a mess. Or  

I talked until I was blue in the face, but I couldn't change her mind. 

 She had to talk until she was blue in the face in order to convince him. 

9. If you are having  a casual conversation,then it can be expressed in the following manner : 

We spent the entire afternoon just shooting the breeze.  

It was good to shoot the breeze with you, Seema. 

 10.play gooseberry 

(also feel like a gooseberry 

› to be an unwanted third person who is present when two other people, especially two people having 

a romantic relationship, want to be alone 

  I do not want to play gooseberry between the two lovers.   If you are teaching phrases,then 

they can be explained by examples : 

For e.g, if someone can cry very easily or get hurt very easily then the students can be taught 

that by using the phrase,at the drop of a hat,it can be made idiomatic like this, 

He can cry at the drop of a hat. 

 If you want to say that you believe in speaking frankly   

 Then it can be used by idiom like  

 I believe in talking turkey. 

If someone is unable to speak because he has sore throat or have fear ,then it can be 

expressed like this ; 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=unwanted
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=person
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=present
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=people
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=especially
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=people
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=romantic
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=relationship
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=want
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/?q=alone
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Feeling of hoarseness or a lump in one's throat. (Often regarded as a sign of fear. *Typically: get ~; 

have ~.)  

I feel like I'm getting a frog in my throat when I have to speak in public. She says she gets a frog in 

her throat when she is nervous. 

 

IMPORTANT TIPS FOR ENGLISH TEACHERS : 

1. Enrich  your vocabulary & brush up the grammar. 

2..Keep on reinventing yourself, Be willing to learn new things  about your subject. 

3. Analyse your shortcoming as a teacher & try to overcome them 

4. There should be  chapter-based discussion  so that students can develop their vocabulary 

5.The teachers should give graphical presentation so that students don`t find it boring. 

6. He requires to be vocal, articulate &Enthusiastic. 

7. His body language should be appealing & positive So, keep a check on your nonverbal 

clues. 

 

8.Your teaching should be according to the competence & aptitude of the students. 

9.Be image-conscious, don`t tarnish it ,keep it squeaky clean. 

 10.Enable the students to overcome their mental or psychological block. 

11.Incalculate the confidence in the students by encouraging & motivating . 

12.Enable the students to possess high self-esteem. 

 CONCLUSION : Teaching English can be pleasant & delightful to learn if a teacher follows 

the above-mentioned points. Learning is a continues process .We learn throughout our life. 

The more we learn, the more we feel that we  still have a long way to go .Every teacher has 

special virtues .So, recognize your qualities & you will leave an indelible mark in your 

profession.  


