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“Violence against Women and Girls continues unabated in every continent, country and 

culture. It takes a devastating toll on women’s lives, on their families, and on society as a 

whole. Most societies prohibit such violence—yet the reality is that too often, it is covered up 

or tacitly condoned”-Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General (8 March 2007). 

 

Gender-based Violence occurs as a cause and consequence of gender inequalities. It is 

prevalent in all countries across the globe and our country is no exception. Gender-based 

violence is recognized today as a major issue on the International Human Rights agenda. This 

violence includes a wide range of violations of women’s human rights, including trafficking 

of women and girls, rape, sexual abuse of children, and harmful cultural practices and 

traditions which sometimes affects the mental balance of women.  The Patriarchal society like 

ours resists any kind of rebellious attitude shown towards such issues which is plaguing our 

very existence in the society.   

 

The United Nations General Assembly defines "Violence against women" as "any act of 

gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or mental harm 

or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 

liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life”. 

 

Domestic violence usually happens in private, within the four walls and is extremely difficult 

to find out unless and until it is reported by the affected party.  The Protection of Women 

from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 addresses most of the concerns relating to gender based 

violence. Domestic violence has been defined as any act that causes harm, injury or threat to 

the life, safety and well-being of a person. Under this physical, verbal, emotional, economic 
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or sexual violence is covered and taken into cognizance physical injury, psychological 

problems and economic inconveniences. The Act has provisions for quick and easy remedy, 

compensation and other relief measures.  

 

The author has selected 3 short stories from the New Woman Magazine which reflects upon 

Violence against women in some form or the other.  The New Woman Magazine mainly 

focuses on various issues concerning women and the changes that are happening in the 

society.   

 

The story, It was Dark (Nov. 2005) is about a mother and her daughter. The mother in the 

story is a strong woman who protects the future of her daughter by changing the conservative 

views about rape.  The mother tries to get her daughter out of the trauma which she was 

undergoing, after being kidnapped and raped by an unknown man.  

 

The child, barely in her teens, was in pain and in a terrible state of shock.  She was   nervous, 

and was undergoing a psychological trauma. After knowing about the incident the mother 

gets totally shattered. She is scared about the future of her daughter as the doctor told them 

about the possibility of pregnancy.    

 

The mother then goes into the daughter’s room where the latter was lying motionless, staring 

at the ceiling. She then questions the daughter about the man and the gruesome act. In 

response to all these questions came the answer, “It was dark, she said.  And then…?  It was 

dark… she said again” (88). The mother empathizes with the daughter’s feelings –the 

humiliation and the physical and psychological violence meted out to her. 

 

She then for a moment stares at her daughter and suddenly pulls back the curtains from the 

window and sunlight pours into the room and soon it fills the room with brightness. The 

daughter moves her eyes from the ceiling to a glimmering, moving circle of light on another 

part of the ceiling.  
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This symbolizes that the darkness in the mind of a girl is wiped out, and with the hope that 

soon her life will again get filled up with brightness i.e., happiness.Finally, her eyes shift 

from that point towards her mother. Obviously, the mother feels happy and satisfied because 

at last she has made her daughter look towards her.  

 

The strong efforts and determination of the mother brings the daughter back to life. The story 

ends on a positive note.  The mother assures her daughter that everything will become alright. 

She decides to fight against the social stigma attached to this gruesome act. Also 

symbolically the mother refuses to submit before the dark forces of conventional morality 

that is instrumental in marginalizing a woman, in this case her daughter.  

 

The Intrusion (Aug. 2005) is another a short story that explores a harsh but unspoken reality 

of Indian marriages – the denial of a woman’s right to her body in a relationship called 

marriage.  Yet, marriage, in its true sense, promises happiness and fulfillment to both the 

partners, and is not a pact for the sexual bondage of the wife.  This story highlights the 

troubled state of mind of a young woman whose sense of freedom and independence gets 

strangled by sexual cravings of her husband.“The Intrusion” deals with the concept of typical 

arranged marriages in India.  The story focusses on a newlywed woman trapped in loveless 

arranged marriage and her psychological alienation which is sharply in contrast with her 

physical proximity to her husband.   

 

The story depicts a woman’s fear of sexual relations as she feels that no one can force himself 

on her when she herself was not willing, not even her husband.The protagonist wishes to 

know her man first as an individual and then prepares herself for conjugal relations. Her 

resentment is mute because her husband has not violated the social norms. What she resists is 

a violation of her own ‘self’ without her consent. “I put my hands on his chest to push him 

away, but it was like trying to move a rock; I could do nothing.  He put his hands, his lips on 

mine and this time I could not move away (113)”.  The agony and the resistance to the male 

brutality is seen here and the husband’s male chauvinistic attitude towards his wife and her 

response to the domestic violence is evident. 

 



Volume II Issue I, April 2014  ISSN 2321 - 7065 

403 

“His movements have the same rhythm, the same violence as the movements of the sea and 

the cry I gave was not for the physical pain, but for the intrusion into my privacy, the 

violation of my right to myself (113).” Later, the husband forces himself on his wife and 

assaults her both sexually and psychologically. Though she was married to him, she was not 

yet assertive enough to dictate terms in matters like sex, unlike her husband, who exercises 

authority on her. 

 

   

In the story, The Swan Song (Feb. 2011), Sampada, the child protagonist is bullied and 

teased by her own siblings.  “Crow, Crow, Little Crow! Little, Little, Black Crow!” (115), the 

unkind words for Sampada were always heard from her siblings. She was jocularly ridiculed 

how dark their little sister was, unmindful of the mental trauma and humiliation that was 

meted out to her.  

 

As she grew older, she spent most of her time in books, who acted like her true companions 

and they never taunted her or called her names. She had forgotten the colour of her skin, at 

least while she was reading the books. When she was in her marriageable age, and had to 

bear the humiliation and mental trauma of being branded as “dark” and the matrimonial 

column for Sampada said: “Dusky, healthy, brilliant, MBA Maharastrian, Brahmin bride, 

drawing a 6 figure salary…..  The narrator continues, it was the best they could do to lure the 

prospective boys (116)”.  

 

Eventually, the prospective groom who agreed to marry her happened to be a person who was 

differently abled. This only proves the fact that after being mentally traumatized throughout 

her childhood, by her own siblings Sampada, the protagonist was rejected by many suitors 

just because of her dark complexion. Ironically, even the one who agreed to marry her 

happened to be a handicapped person. This is again very clear how the society feels about the 

female gender who is expected to be “fair and beautiful” lest no one will be ready to marry   

and that being dark complexioned is a curse for a female. 
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Gender-based Violence occurs as a cause and consequence to gender inequality. Our country 

is no exception. In all these stories taken from the New Woman Magazine, a range of acts of 

violence is committed in the context of women who are considered subservient to men. This 

is prevalent in our society, in all walks of life, be it political, social, or economic inequality. 

The New Woman magazine’s short stories (fiction) are a reflection of gender based violence 

in different forms. It shows how women are marginalized and subjugated and has no say of 

their own. At times, even women themselves don’t support their own gender. Men find it 

difficult to accept independent women and the ones who do well in their career, they cannot 

accept and appreciate women who are fiercely independent or have a mind of their own. 

Thus, the women’s sad plight in a male dominated society and the violence meted out to them 

in various forms has been a subject to be pondered over by the society.
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