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The purpose of the study is to evaluate the vocabulary strategies adopted by the Engineering 

students and suggest a few strategies to improve the same. Evaluation is done with the help of 

two tools ---Questionnaires and Semi-Structured Interviews. 

The purpose is to identify the needs of the students to enhance vocabulary among the 

engineering students of A.P. The tools used are:    

 

 A questionnaire for the students. 

 A semi-structure interview with the students.  

  

Method Used in Developing the Questionnaires: 

 The draft versions of the questionnaires are given to experts in the field in order to 

standardize the questionnaires before administering to the students. Necessary modifications 

and additions are done following the suggestions of the experts. 

 Questionnaires are directed to the B.Tech students and Semi- structured interviews are 

conducted for the first and final year B.Tech students. The information elicits with the help of 

interviews, which in turn serves as support and supplements the information obtained through 

the questionnaires.  The samples selected for the survey are 300 students of engineering 

colleges situated in three districts of Andhra Pradesh—Krishna, Guntur and Prakasam. The 

purpose behind selecting the three colleges is to make the sample accurately representative. 

The copies of Questionnaire are administered to B. Tech students from all branches of the 
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Engineering colleges. The study is limited to the engineering colleges that are affiliated to 

only Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University, Kakinada (JNTUK) and Acharya 

Nagarjuna University (ANU).      

 

For this purpose, a total of 300 students are selected out of four colleges from each district. 

Hence, twelve colleges are chosen for the survey.  The researcher has preferred to extend the 

scope of study to both rural and urban areas. Hence, the data is collected from two 

engineering colleges that are located in rural and two in urban areas of each district proposed 

under the present study. The results of the first and final year students’ interviews have 

helped the researcher to understand a wider and different perception of the professional 

requirements. 

 

Description of the students’ questionnaires:     The students’ questionnaire consists of 25 

questions of which four are direct questions while the remaining 21 are of objective type. The 

questionnaire comprises of five different parts to seek information and opinion of the students 

in the following areas like: 

 

1. Personal detailsTheir awareness on the importance of vocabulary. 

2. Their attempts to improve English proficiency. 

3. The necessity of strategies in the process of learning a language. 

4. To gather information on a few strategies adopted by them in improving their          

vocabulary. 
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Objectives of the Students’ Questionnaires: 

The overall objectives of the students’ questionnaires are: 

 To understand the profile of the students. 

 To ascertain their language learning strategies. 

 To elicit their awareness of a few strategies to improve their vocabulary. 

 An attempt to understand the way the students acquire vocabulary, their attitude 

towards learning English, necessity of English apart from their technical subjects for 

better placements and their own perception of language learning strategies in 

improving their vocabulary. 

       Details of the Students’ Questionnaire: 

 The questionnaire is administered to 400 Engineering students of diverse branches. 

The first section of the questionnaire helps in arriving at a profile of the students studying in 

the Engineering colleges. 

 The proficiency in English language among the members of the sample varied widely. 

Though the medium of instruction is English until intermediate the sample, students are not 

proficient in English. 

  Only 100 students out of 400 use English regularly in different contexts. Students are 

also unaware of the situations in which they may need to use English for communication. 

 Professional courses like Engineering need to emphasize the importance of 

vocabulary needed for placements. Some members of the sample showed low levels of 

confidence since they are not proficient in English. This condition hampers their academic as 

well as psychological growth. 

 The students whose confidence levels are low, are those who have their schooling and 

intermediate studies in regional medium of instruction. The researcher has noticed that even 

the students who have their schooling through English medium feel that their vocabulary 

knowledge is not wide. All the members of the sample are found to be comfortable in written 

communication. 

 Based on the studied profile the students’ levels of proficiency in English vocabulary 

can be categorized as follows: 

 Students with regional medium background, who find it difficult to communicate 

in English. 
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 Students with English medium background who could not communicate fluently 

in    English. 

 Students who are fluent in using English.                                                         

     Hence, there is a need to adopt a few strategies to improve the vocabulary among the 

Engineering students.     

     Besides administering the questionnaire to the students of the three Engineering colleges, 

an attempt is made to elicit through the interviews. The purpose behind is to draw out the 

information that is left out through questionnaire.  

Objectives of the Students’ Interview:  

     Thus, students of a college from each district under the study are interviewed. The 

students of the first and final year B-Tech are chosen for the interview. The purpose behind 

selecting the final year students is to know their perception of the need for vocabulary in their 

professional course. It is found that the final year students have to undertake project works as 

part of their study and that they need to face campus interviews during the last two years of 

their study in the college. 

Procedure used for Students’ interview: 

     Altogether 60 students are interviewed, from the three colleges of Krishna, Guntur and 

Prakasam districts. The students belong to all the branches of Engineering such as Civil, 

Mechanical, Computer Sciences, Electronic Communication Engineering, and Chemical 

Engineering and so on. It is a purposeful attempt made by the researcher to interview the 

students belonging to different branches as it helped the researcher to know the vocabulary 

requirements, needs and opinion of the students from different branches. This information is 

used by way of reinforcement of the information obtained through the questionnaire. The 

students are proven cooperative and showed interest in participation and in answering the 

questions. 

Summary of the interview questions: 

     The questions asked to the first and final year students of Engineering in the semi-

structured interviews can be sum up as follows: 

     The query is focused on eliciting response on the students’ awareness, opinion and 

suggestions towards the need for vocabulary knowledge. The first year students are asked if 

they are aware of the importance of English vocabulary in their professional course. The 

inquiry is based on the first year students’ expectations from the prescribed English course 
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books and their effectiveness in catering to their communicative needs. They are enquired 

whether they are satisfied with content they are taught in the language classroom. 

     The final year students are asked if they feel the need for a Strategy Training Course in 

language Learning after they are explained the components that comprises in such a course, 

such as verbal ability reading comprehension, reasoning ability, seminars, group discussions, 

a few sessions on interview skills and so on. 

     After obtaining a positive response to the questions the researcher has felt that there, is a 

scope for more information and an interrogation is finished further by seeking their opinion 

on introducing a Strategy Training Course in language learning in the final year of B-Tech. 

At the end of the semi-structured interview, the final year students have commented on the 

first year English course books and the researcher has observed the sessions in language 

laboratory. 

     Questions based on the project work, the role of English language, the skills required to 

complete a project and the skills required for a campus selection are a part of the discussions. 

     The final year students’ attitude towards English classrooms and the suggestions for 

introducing a Strategy Training Course in language learning in the final year to help them, 

meet their professional needs and so on formed a part of the semi-structured interview. These 

questions are developed to furnish information that cannot be elicited through the 

questionnaire. Moreover, this is done to ensure that the study is comprehensive and complete. 

Analysis of the Students’ questionnaire:  

     The questionnaire consists of 25 questions of which four questions are open ended while 

the rest of the 21 questions are of objective type.  

     The first three questions seek information on students’ name, class, branch and name of 

their college. This helped to build a profile of a cross section of students studying in 

Engineering colleges limited to three districts of A.P-Krishna, Guntur and Prakasam. 

     In all the twelve colleges, a large percentage 91% of the students speak Telugu, while 8% 

Hindi and only 1% Kannada as their mother tongue. Hence, majority of the engineering 

students use Telugu as their mother tongue. 

The fifth question is aimed at finding out the languages known to the students. 

Out of 300 students, 75% of them are adept in more than two languages, while 58%, 8%, and 

1%   of them know only their mother tongues Telugu, Hindi, and Urdu respectively. 

Remaining students are proficient in English. 
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     The sixth question seeks information on how long they have been learning English as 

second language. Thus, out of 300 respondents from the different colleges, 17% students 

started learning English since primary classes, 4% secondary classes, 24% higher classes and 

55%students have been learning since B. Tech course. 

     It can be assumed that only 17% of the students are exposed to English from the 

beginning. While, most of them are compelled to learn the language at B. Tech level as there 

is no other alternative. This gives us an understanding that majority of the students completed 

schooling in their vernacular language.   

     The following are the answers given in response to the seventh question as to whether they 

enjoy learning English.  

     Out of 300 students, 84% students enjoy learning English, while, 16% of them do not like 

it. 

     Further, it seeks information on the reason for learning English. The responses to this 

question are students 13% of them prefer learning English to pass the examination, 32% 

students replied that for attending interviews, 17% students expressed that they like to 

develop interpersonal skills, 11%   students simply to converse with their friends. 

Surprisingly, 26% of the students selected all the options as the reasons for learning English.  

     The eighth question mentions the mind-set of the students towards English subject. The 

following table depicts their feedback. 

     Thus, only 10% students have cited that they are relieved of learning a foreign language. 

56% students feel that they become handicapped, as it deprives their chances of learning a 

global language. This shows that majority of the students know the significance of English. 

Only 1% of them are indifferent towards learning English. 33% of them expressed that they 

are shocked to give it a thought also because they regard learning English a privilege.  

     The ninth question attempts to check if the students like attending English classes.  Their 

preference towards attending English classes if they are made optional is as follows: 

 35% of the respondents have given a positive answer while   11% respondents have 

given a negative answer.  9% of the students are neutral.  45% of them responded that they 

never stop learning English. Most of them expressed that they try to learn English. This may 

be they realize the importance of English in future. 

 The tenth question attempts to find out their opinion towards the possibility of 

passing the examination without attending the classes.  
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 Around 39% students have felt that it is possible, while 61% students regard it 

highly impossible. It proves that most of them attach great significance to the English classes. 

 The eleventh question extracts the students’ self assessment of their English 

proficiency level. The responses of the students are as follows: 

 Total 7% of the students rate their proficiency level as Excellent, while 9% as Good, 

39% as   Average   and 45% as Poor. Hence, majority of the students rate their proficiency in 

English as poor. 

 The twelfth question elicits the students’ opinion on the important aspect of English 

language. To assist the answers four options were given. 

 Vocabulary has received highest importance among all the skills 56% followed by 

Pronunciation in second place 24% and Grammar in the third place 16% (%). Only 4% of the 

students regard Spelling as an important element of English. Therefore, it can be assumed 

that vocabulary is the core element of English language.  

 The thirteenth question is asked to find out the students’ views on the importance of 

vocabulary. The responses for the following options are as follows: 

 Thus, most of the students 30% responded that all the given reasons stress the 

importance of vocabulary.  18% of the students feel that English is very essential for practical 

purposes, while 28% of them think it is necessary for success in interviews, 22% expressed 

that it is essential at their work places and only 2% for other reasons.  The data shows the 

students’ expectations towards learning English. 

 The fourteenth question obtains further information related to the rate of frequency 

the students indulge in learning English language.  

 The above   given data proves that 24% students rarely, 45% Sometimes, 17% Often 

and 14   % Never indulge in learning English .  

 The Fifteenth question is asked to find out whether the students consider the course 

material prescribed for them is sufficient for gaining vocabulary. 

 47%Students think that the prescribed course material prescribed is sufficient for 

gaining vocabulary.  

 53% students are of the opinion that it does not meet their requirement. 

 T

he sixteenth question is an effort to find the vocabulary knowledge of engineering 

students. The responses are presented in the below table. 
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 T

herefore,  

 1

5% students possess 500 words. 

 4

6% students possess 1000 words. 

 1

9% students possess 2000 words. 

 2

0% students above 2000 words. 

 

      The seventeenth question is intended to explore the usage of English by the engineering 

students. Four options are provided. 

     Most of them 36% and 41% use English only with staff and strangers respectively. While, 

14% students are free with their peers, 9% students converse with friends. It can be assumed 

that on only compulsion they use second language.  

     The eighteenth question elicits information on students’ difficulty in the application of 

four language skills.  

    Thus, 

 1

9% face difficulty in listening.  

 4

9% in speaking. 

 2

5 %    in reading. 

 7

 %   in writing. 

     Therefore, the majority of the engineering students face difficulty in speaking skills. They 

are comfortable with writing skills.   

        The nineteenth question aims at extracting the rate of engineering students’ English 

language proficiency in its usage.  

The following are the responses: 
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     The Engineering students rate their English language proficiency as, 

 5

% Excellent. 

 3

0 %, Good. 

 1

7 % Fair and  

 48% Poor.  

         The twentieth question tries to find out whether students make any attempts in 

improving their vocabulary. 

 78% students expressed that they seek methods to improve their vocabulary, while 

22 % students are passive.  

      The twenty first question is an attempt to expose the strategies adopted by the students in 

improving their vocabulary. Four strategies are provided. 

They improve their vocabulary as mentioned below: 

 1

2%% students practice. 

 M

emory Strategies. 

 3

6% Read news papers. 

 2

9% Peer Activities and  

 2

3% Guessing Strategies. 

    The twenty second question elicits information on the self evaluation of students’ 

vocabulary knowledge. 

Thus, the following are responses: 

 I

dentifying Errors: 23% of the students evaluate their language learning through 

Identifying Errors. 
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 A

sking for Correction: 29 % of the students evaluate their language learning by asking 

others to correct their mistakes. 

 A

sking for Clarification: 32% of the students evaluate their language learning by seeking 

clarification from others. 

 S

elf Evaluation: 16% of the students follow self evaluation process to evaluate language 

learning. 

     The twenty third question seek to find out whether the students lay emphasis on adopting 

strategies in learning language. 

     The majority of the 85% engineering students feel that strategies are helpful in learning 

language. Only 15% of them are reluctant in adopting strategies. 

     The final twenty fourth question aims to seek the best strategy in the view of students in 

improving vocabulary.   

Four options are given: 

 1

7% of the students regard Learning Autonomously as the best strategy 

 5

1% of the students view Group work as the best strategy 

 2

6% of the students observe Memorizing as the best strategy 

 6

% of the students consider recitation, peer activities, reading, and dictionary usage as one 

of the best strategies. 

 Thus, the last five questions explore the students’ efforts on improving their 

vocabulary. It can be assumed that students apply unconsciously strategies in learning 

English language. Hence, it formed the basis for planning a strategy training course. Thus, the 

last five questions explore the students’ efforts on improving their vocabulary. It can be 

assumed that students apply unconsciously strategies in learning English language. Hence, it 

formed the basis for planning a strategy training course. This further helps in formulating the 
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tools to understand the needs of the professional course. Thus the paper discusses tools used 

to collect the necessary data and the methodology adopted. 

 

 


