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Abstract 

This research paper explores the evolution of women’s voices in literature, focusing on the 

transition from silence to speech. Women writers have gradually found their voice, breaking 

free from the violence, repression, and marginalization that once defined their representation 

in literary works. The paper highlights the role of feminist literary criticism in understanding 

this evolution and focuses on themes such as motherhood, domestic violence and the 

struggles women face in patriarchal societies. Using Kamala Markanday’s novels, 

particularly Nector in a Sieve and Some Inner Furry. This paper examines how these 

narratives reflect the emotional and social landscape of women, transforming their voices into 

acts of resistance. Through this study, we trace the trajectory of women’s voices in literature, 

illustrating how their expression has reshaped perceptions of gender roles and women’s 

agency. 
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Introduction  

The transformation of women’s voices in literature is an important marker of the 

larger societal shifts that women have experienced, both historically and in modern times. For 

centuries, female characters in literature were confined to roles defined by patriarchy, and 

were often silenced or reduced to supporting figures within male- driven narratives. These 
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characters were not given space to express their inner lives, thoughts or expressions freely. 

Rather, they were portrayed as objects of male desire, symbols of virtue or passive beings 

defined by their relationships to men. In this context, silence became a defining feature of 

women’s representation in literature. 

However, with the rise of feminist movements and postcolonial discourse, women 

writers began to find their voices, gradually emerging from the shadows of silence and 

repression. Their works challenged the traditional norms that confined female characters and 

celebrated the complexity, autonomy and agency of women. As more women began to write 

their own stories, literature began to reflect not only their experiences but also the ways in 

which women resisted the societal forces that sought to suppress them. The journey from 

silence to speech is not only a literary transformation but a social one, as it parallels women’s 

real-life struggles for equality, freedom and self expression.  

Kamala Markanday’s literary works serve as an exemplary representation of this 

evolution. An influential figure in postcolonial Indian literature, She provides profound 

insights into the lives of women, particularly within the socio political and cultural 

framework og mid twentieth century India. Her characters are often trapped in the rigid 

structures of rural and urban societies which reflect the deep psychological and emotional toll 

of oppression. Through these characters Kamala captures the complexities of women’s lives 

and exploring the themes of motherhood, domestic violence, personal sacrifice and emotional 

resilience. 

In Nector in a Sieve 1954, the leading lady Rukmani’s voice is shaped by the 

hardships of poverty and rural life. Though her social circumstances mute her outward 

expression, her internal world- a blend of grief, hope and resilience, serves as a powerful 

testament to women’s strength. Despite the challenges she faces, particularly as a mother who 

loses children to hunger and disease, Her voice resonates as an act of defiance against the 
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forces that seek to silence her. Nector in a Sieve remains one of her most celebrated works, 

offering a powerful portrayal of Rukmani. The novel tells the story of Rukmani’s journey 

through poverty, family loss and social oppression. Her voice, although muted by her 

economic circumstances and patriarchal structures, became a vehicle for expressing her inner 

strength. Markanday uses Rukmani’s character to depict how women, in rural settings often 

find themselves caught between survival and submission.  Rukmani’s internal dialogue, often 

ignored by the external world and allows her to navigate the pain and sorrow of her life. The 

novel highlights the emotional depth of motherhood, showing Rukmani’s sacrifice for her 

children as both a source of love and a painful burden. 

 Some Inner Furry 1955, by  Markanday is set in pre-independence India, during the 

time of the British Raj and Quit India Movement. It explores not only the political unrest of 

the time but also the internal struggles of a woman, Roshan, as she begins to find her own 

voice. The protagonist, Roshan, grapples with the tension between tradition and modernity, as 

well as the role of women in a changing society. The emotional conflicts that she faces, her 

desire for independence versus the societal expectations placed on her illustrate the broader 

struggles of women asserting their voices in a world that demands conformity. Roshan’s 

internal struggle reflects the shift from silence to speech in a post independence India, where 

women, like the nation itself, were transitioning from subjugation to autonomy. 

Roshan ,a Parsi woman is raised in a wealthy Westernized environment. In the 

beginning, she follows traditional expectations and stays quiet about her true feelings. But as 

the political movement grows and the world around her changes, she starts questioning 

authority and developing her own opinions. Her love for Narayan, a nationalist, challenges 

her loyalty to her British upbringing. This conflict awakens a strong inner voice. This shift 

shows that how women, even in elite circles, began to break away from silence and express 

their thoughts freely. Roshan’s inner turmoil between emotional attachment and rational duty 
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symbolizes the struggles many women face between personal desires and societal roles. She 

learns that being silent does not mean being neutral and she must take a stand emotionally 

and politically. Her emotional growth is a metaphor for how women in literature started 

taking center stage not just as background characters, but as a strong voices with inner depth.  

In Some Inner Furry, Kamala presents Roshan as a symbol of a woman who is caught 

between tradition and transformation. Her journey from emotional confusion to self 

awareness marks a powerful shift from being silent to understanding the value of her own 

voice. Through Roshan, Kamala shows that even quiet resistance can be a strong expression 

of identity and strength. 

Motherhood and Domestic Violence are poignant themes in Markanday’s works, 

representing both a profound strength and an emotional vulnerability. In Nector in a Sieve, 

Rukmani’s motherhood is depicted as a force that sustains her through the trials of poverty 

and hardship. However the burdens of motherhood are also shown as a source of suffering, 

particularly as Rukmani loses children to hunger and disease. Markanday portrays 

motherhood not as an idealized experience but as a complex, multifaceted aspect of a 

women’s life that demands sacrifice, endurance and love in the face of tragedy. Domestic 

Violence is another significant theme that runs through Markanday’s works. Her treatment of 

domestic violence underscores the power dynamics within marriages and families, where 

women often find themselves voiceless, even within their own homes. 

Conclusion  

The evolution of women’s voices in literature represents a critical shift in both the 

literary world and society at large. Through the works of writers like Kamala Markanday, 

women have moved from the margins of silence to the center of literary expression. The 

themes of motherhood and domestic violence in Markanday’s novels serve as critical 

touchstones for understanding the complexities of women’s lives. Her characters find ways to 
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resist, speak and ultimately define their own identities. The journey from silence to speech 

not only marks the progress of women in literature but also reflects the larger societal 

changes towards gender equality and women’s empowerment. By reclaiming their voices, 

women writers have redefined literary traditions and reshaped the way we understand both 

literature and society. As the voices of women continue to evolve in literature, their stories 

will remain vital to the ongoing struggle for gender justice, freedom and equality.  
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