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Echoes of Endurance In Amy Tan’s The Kitchen God’s Wife 

  Abstract 

Amy Ruth Tan garnered immense accolade as a renowned writer amidst contemporary 

Asian American novelist with the rendition of her debut work, The Joy Luck Club (1989). Tan’s 

writings are striking revelations of Asian immigrant experience in America. Her explication of 

universal representations travel beyond cultural and ideological boundaries. The fictional 

demonstration in Tan’s work comprehend the events in her own life.  Her maternal familial 

dissension and debacle exerted tenacious influence in her vital compositions. She intentionally 

provides engaging images of mother daughter relationship in her novels through 

uncompromising depiction of Chinese culture and its ardent influence on women. 

Tan’s efficiency in her fictional compositions extend from revealing stories to the 

intricacies of life evoking endurance and pursuit for sustenance. Glimpses of realism and 

shadows of authenticity leap comfortably from her laudable novel The Kitchen God’s Wife 

(1991). The work radiates the endurance of a women by ceaselessly unravelling her 
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perseverance and determination midst perilous and menacing relationships set against 

oppressing familial ambience.  

The paper aims to echo the incessant endurance of Winnie, the central character of the 

novel. Her unflinching competency to defy patriarchy, which is poignantly sketched with 

beastly stain suffusing through the glare of hope gains adoration in the paper. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Amy Ruth Tan’s The Kitchen God’s Wife (1991), defines the exertion of endurance 

featuring the determination of a women named Winnie. In explicit terms, the novel is a piercing 

rendition of Winnie’s story who endeavours to survive through suffocating situations and 

harrowing complexities, evoking perseverance inside every woman caught in the clutches of 

subjugation.    

The ambiguity of struggle and its completeness with endurance at multiple surfaces is 

validated through Winnie’s encounters with pain right from her childhood. The abandonment 

of Winnie by her mother under mysterious circumstances and the dismissal from her father’s 

prosperous household sows the seed of misery in her unploughed heart. The twinge of deserted 

childhood, is the first of many losses in life, haunting her with harsh certainty.  

                                                                   

Endurance of Winnie 

Ensnarement in the mesh of patriarchy and tendentiousness, pervades Winnie’s life. As 

her story enclose disasters she illuminates her sustenance with endurance and faith of a lucky 

marriage that would change her life. Her marriage to Wen Fu was calamitous right from the 

first day. He was an immoral brute ravaged with sadistic truculence. His cruelty towards his 

own children, his repulsive promiscuity, his nefarious molestation of Winnie, inflicted a great 

deal of suffering and hardship on her.  

The vicious nature of Wen Fu is explicit with the words of Winnie, as she remarks, 

“What an evil man! How could I have known such an evil man existed on this earth” (259). 

Winnie endures the brutality of her husband, the continuous death of her children along with 

the chaos and ravages of Japanese invasion. The abuse of a sexual sadist and its impending 
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danger that inhibits her body and life, engaged Winnie in a quest for existence, echoing 

endurance in her path.  

Winnie’s endurance paints her life with sagacious complexion enabling her to sense 

self-security. She acknowledges her path of pain with endurance by receiving an impression of 

how to be a zealous woman, fragmenting the shackles of patriarchy and bondage with 

determination. Marie Booth Foster remarks, “It takes determination to achieve voice and 

selfhood to take control of one’s mind and one’s life from another, making one’s self heard, 

overcoming silence” (419). 

Winnie at the climax of her struggle uncompromisingly decimates the convolutions in 

her life. With the abetment of determination, she comprehends the might of her perseverance, 

particularizing her endurance and its nuances in The Kitchen God’s Wife. She emancipates from 

the ferociousness of savagery and the callousness of a country torn apart by war and incursion, 

emasculating her oppressor.  

Pain and its endurance chiselled Winnie to excavate her sealed and oblivious 

determination, which enabled her to cross the barriers in her path and reunite with her true love. 

The rhythm of endurance continues to echo in her until she discovers her dauntlessness to 

firmly hold her happiness by unshrouding her past to her daughter pearl paving way for 

reconciliation.  

The character traits of Winnie reflect the words of Paul from The Holy Bible The New 

Testament as he states, “I have done my best in the race, I have run the full distance, and I have 

kept the faith.  And now there is waiting for me the victory prize” (2 Timothy 4:7-8) 

Winnie wins the battle of life through her companionship with endurance revealing 

perseverance and resolution in her race for survival. Finally, she acquires the apparent affection 

of her love Jimmy Louie and her daughter pearl as a reward for her astounding endurance.  

Conclusion 

Tan’s choice of scenario in the novel, represent the universal losses and frustration that 

weigh severely on a women’s heart. The candescence of feminine self is flaringly illuminated 

with sonorous resonation of endurance in the novel through the character of Winnie who 

instructs womanhood to leap oceans of grief and distress with endurance igniting 

determination.    
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Thus Tan in The Kitchen God’s Wife deeply imprints the melody of hope and salvation 

with profound echoes of endurance embossing the petals of resoluteness, inherent in women to 

erode the legacies of misery, from the tale of her courageous expedition.  
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